
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5069 July 13, 2016 
that said article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follow: 

[From the Winchester Sun, Dec. 7, 2011] 
LOVE AND WAR—COUPLE BROUGHT TOGETHER 

BY WORLD WAR II SHARE STORY OF THEIR 
NEARLY 70-YEAR ROMANCE 

(By Rachel Parsons) 
When Edward Handziak met Maxine 

Hamon in 1943, he fell for her right away. 
Literally. 
The two were at a roller skating rink in 

Stillwater, Okla., when Edward skated by 
Maxine. That also happened to be the time 
he lost his balance and took a spill. 

‘‘I liked to go roller skating, mainly be-
cause I liked the music they played. I was 
skating right along, and I fell in front of her. 
So, the story is, I fell for her,’’ Edward said. 

He and Maxine were both stationed in 
Stillwater with the United States military 
during World War II. Maxine and her friend 
Ann Marie Bush Carter were living in Win-
chester when World War II broke out and, 
after seeing their older brothers join the 
Navy, the two decided to join the Women Ac-
cepted for Volunteer Emergency Service 
(WAVES), a division of the Navy. Maxine 
was 20 years old at the time. 

Edward Handziak was living in Massachu-
setts when he was drafted at the age of 20. He 
and Maxine were both sent to Oklahoma 
A&M College, now Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, for training. There were numerous serv-
ice men and women on the campus for spe-
cialized training at that time, Edward said. 

‘‘Stillwater was a small town, kind of like 
Winchester, with a movie house and a skat-
ing rink,’’ Edward said. 

Maxine was an avid skater and carried her 
roller skates with her wherever she traveled 
for the WAVES. 

Her granddaughter still has the skates 
today. 

After their initial meeting at the roller 
skating rink, Edward and Maxine began dat-
ing. 

‘‘I was shy and not very aggressive with 
girls, but with her, I skated with her the rest 
of the session,’’ Edward said. 

Eventually, Edward was sent overseas, 
fighting in Marseilles, France, to replace in-
fantrymen training for the D-Day invasion, 
June 6, 1944. 

Maxine was sent to Washington, D.C., for 
secretarial work, but Edward wrote to her 
every day. Because he was injured twice, the 
letter writing could be tedious at times, in-
cluding trying to use his left hand after his 
right hand was hurt by shrapnel. There also 
was a period of time when he couldn’t lie on 
his back, also because of shrapnel. The inju-
ries earned him a Purple Heart with an oak 
leaf cluster. 

‘‘I wasn’t a good letter writer,’’ Maxine 
said. 

When the war ended in the spring of 1945, 
Edward was stationed in Austria and Maxine 
was still in Washington, D.C. By that time, 
Edward knew he wanted to marry Maxine, so 
as soon as he was discharged, he returned 
home to Massachusetts and bought a ring. 
He went to visit Maxine in Washington, D.C., 
to propose, although, after 66 years of mar-
riage, neither can recall much about that 
day. 

‘‘I assumed when I came back, I was going 
to be with her,’’ Edward said. 

Because Maxine couldn’t leave her post in 
Washington, Edward traveled to Winchester 
alone to introduce himself to his future 
mother and father-in-law. 

The Hamons lived on Lexington Road, and 
Edward got a taxi after arriving on the train. 

He said his first introduction to small town 
life in the South was a conversation at Sam 
Reed’s store on the corner of Lexington Ave-
nue and Bloomfield Road, where the taxi 
driver stopped to ask directions to the 
Hamon home. 

‘‘Sam says to me, ‘What are you to 
them?’ ’’ Edward said. 

The story still makes him laugh, although 
he said that he immediately loved the town, 
and actually encouraged Maxine to move 
back there. 

He also found the Hamons to be ‘‘two gra-
cious people.’’ 

‘‘They accepted him as if they’d known 
him forever,’’ Maxine said. 

The couple married at the Hamons’ home 
after Maxine was discharged, and moved 
back to Massachusetts. It didn’t take long, 
however, for Edward to start thinking about 
Winchester. ‘‘It seemed more progressive. 
There were subdivisions and everything 
down there, and there wasn’t in New Eng-
land,’’ Edward said. 

His wish to live in Maxine’s hometown was 
granted, but only briefly. A job with Gulf Oil 
sent the Handziaks traveling all over the 
country. In 1985, they were finally able to 
settle in Winchester, on Churchill Drive, 
long-term. 

‘‘I enjoyed seeing all the places and meet-
ing all the new people. He wanted to come 
back more so than I did,’’ Maxine said. 

Both Maxine and Edward say they have en-
joyed their 66 years of marriage and can re-
member few disagreements. They have three 
children, Ronald, Donald and Peggy; three 
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 

‘‘I guess I’ll keep her now,’’ Edward said. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF CARLA 
HAYDEN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today the 
Senate confirmed Dr. Carla Hayden to 
be the 14th Librarian of Congress. This 
is an historic moment, as Dr. Hayden 
becomes the first woman and the first 
African American to serve in this im-
portant capacity. I congratulate Dr. 
Hayden and look forward to working 
with her to help the Library of Con-
gress continue building its legacy as a 
great American institution. 

As she assumes her new office, Dr. 
Hayden will be able to draw on her 
years of experience leading the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library in Baltimore. 
Through her leadership, the library has 
become more accessible to members of 
the community through expanded after 
school programs and career mentoring. 
As she powerfully testified during her 
confirmation hearing before the Rules 
Committee, the Enoch Pratt Free Li-
brary also served as a safe haven last 
summer when the city of Baltimore ex-
perienced painful unrest following the 
death of Freddie Gray. Her leadership 
has shown the transformative power of 
libraries, and I am optimistic that she 
will use that knowledge and expertise 
at the Library of Congress to the ben-
efit of all Americans. 

Since I received my first library card 
at the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier, VT, I have loved libraries. 
A library is a place where everyone fits 
in and the possibilities are limitless. 
The Library of Congress occupies a spe-
cial place within our country. It is our 
Nation’s treasured repository for mil-

lions of books, photos, movies, oral his-
tories, and music. But it should also 
lead by example, working to ensure 
that libraries keep their important 
place in our society and help Ameri-
cans of all ages and backgrounds access 
information in engaging ways. 

Dr. Hayden faces numerous chal-
lenges as she begins her tenure as Li-
brarian of Congress. She must find 
ways to improve the Library’s efforts 
to digitize its materials and preserve 
digital content. And she must find 
ways to improve the public’s access to 
the Library’s incredible collection 
through effective and responsible 
changes. I am committed to helping 
her achieve those goals. 

I also encourage Dr. Hayden to work 
with me to promote access to govern-
ment-funded research and information 
prepared by the Congressional Re-
search Service, CRS. I have introduced 
bipartisan legislation to make CRS re-
ports available online while respecting 
the important advisory role that CRS 
provides to Congress. The status quo— 
where the public can only access these 
reports by paying hefty subscription 
fees to third parties—is bad policy, and 
I look forward to working with Dr. 
Hayden to find solutions to make this 
meaningful resource available more 
broadly to schools and individual citi-
zens. 

The Library also needs Congress’s as-
sistance to reauthorize its film and 
sound recording preservation pro-
grams, which preserve important mate-
rials that would otherwise disappear or 
be destroyed through the passage of 
time. I have introduced bipartisan leg-
islation to reauthorize these programs 
that I hope members of the Rules Com-
mittee and the Congress will strongly 
support. The Library’s work on 
digitization and preservation can and 
should be a model for the world. 

Finally, during her confirmation 
hearing and in follow-up questions 
asked of Dr. Hayden, much attention 
has been paid to the relationship be-
tween the Library of Congress and the 
Copyright Office, which has long been 
housed within the Library. Diverse 
stakeholders have called to modernize 
the functioning of the Copyright Office, 
to ensure that it, much like the Li-
brary, can best serve the public in the 
digital age. I hope that Dr. Hayden will 
serve as a helpful collaborator as I and 
other Members of Congress consider 
how to accomplish that goal. Among 
the most pressing issues is how best 
the Library’s and Copyright Office’s in-
formation technology, IT, systems can 
be improved to address widely recog-
nized shortcomings. As Dr. Hayden 
takes office, I encourage her to care-
fully consider how to solve these prob-
lems, knowing that the two entities’ IT 
needs may be vastly different and a so-
lution that works for the Library’s col-
lection management may be ill-suited 
for the particular issues facing the 
Copyright Office. It is far more impor-
tant that these IT issues be resolved 
correctly, particularly in light of the 
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fast-changing nature of technology, 
than that they be resolved quickly. 

Dr. Hayden will serve as the Librar-
ian for a 10-year term, and I am opti-
mistic that she can accomplish great 
things during that time. I look forward 
to working together with her and once 
again congratulate her on this historic 
accomplishment. 

f 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
HONDURAS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, yester-
day I made a statement about the situ-
ation in Honduras, where the March 3 
assassination of environmental activist 
Berta Caceres remains under investiga-
tion. I also mentioned the brutal kill-
ing last week of Lesbia Janeth Urquia. 
In that statement, I said that Ms. 
Urquia was a member of the organiza-
tion COPINH, which stands for the 
Civic Council of Popular and Indige-
nous Organizations of Honduras. Ac-
cording to information I received 
today, she was not a member of 
COPINH. However, it is my under-
standing that she had been active with 
other supporters of COPINH in oppos-
ing the construction of a hydroelectric 
project along the Chinacla River. 

Whether Ms. Urquia’s environmental 
activism was related to her death is a 
question that remains unresolved. 
Three suspects in the case were ar-
rested in the past 24 hours, one of 
whom is reportedly her brother-in-law. 
According to press reports, the murder 
of Ms. Urquia may have been the result 
of a family dispute over inheritance, 
but the investigation is only in an 
early stage. 

This case reminds us, again, of the 
unacceptable amount of violence in 
Honduras and the history of impunity 
in that country. This is a pervasive 
problem in each of the Northern Tri-
angle countries, as well as Mexico. 
Homicides rarely result in conviction 
or punishment, unless there is inter-
national attention. Corruption is per-
vasive within the police and other pub-
lic and private institutions. The courts 
are not as immune from political pres-
sure as they should be. These are prob-
lems that will take years to effectively 
address, as they require, among other 
things, building professional, account-
able police forces and ending the role 
of the military in civilian law enforce-
ment, strengthening the Office of the 
Attorney General, and reinforcing the 
independence of the judiciary. 

It also requires strong support by 
governments of the rights of civil soci-
ety and particularly journalists, 
human rights defenders, and social ac-
tivists who peacefully protest govern-
ment policies they disagree with. This 
support has been notably absent in the 
past, and it is fundamental to any de-
mocracy. 

The United States has a strong inter-
est in helping Honduras and the other 
Central American countries address 
the culture of lawlessness that has en-
gulfed them and in reversing the mi-

gration to the United States of des-
perate people fleeing violence. I wel-
come the assurances of top officials in 
those governments of the seriousness 
of their commitment to confront these 
challenges. I also know that what mat-
ters is performance. 

I supported the $750 million that Con-
gress approved last year to implement 
the U.S. Strategy for Engagement in 
Central America and look forward to 
receiving the multiyear spend plan re-
quired by the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2017, spelling out with suffi-
cient detail and clarity the administra-
tion’s plans for using those funds. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES EHLERS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Vermont 

environmental advocate James Ehlers 
has won the prestigious 2016 
Zetterstrom Environmental Award, an 
honor presented annually by Green 
Mountain Power Company. I know 
James well from having worked for 
most of the last two decades to protect 
and restore Lake Champlain. I have 
often found myself as the focus of his 
unrelenting vision to achieve a ‘‘swim-
mable, fishable, drinkable’’ Lake 
Champlain, and I agree with that vi-
sion. 

Since his earliest days with Lake 
Champlain International, LCI, James 
has made it his mission to restore Lake 
Champlain fisheries. In recent years, 
James has broadened his work and the 
mission of LCI to also address many 
known and suspected lake pollutants, 
to prevent the spread of invasive spe-
cies, and to tackle many other issues 
affecting the our beloved Lake, which 
is also known as the jewel of New Eng-
land. 

Named for the famed osprey advo-
cate, Meeri Zetterstrom, the GMP- 
Zetterstrom Environmental Award is 
presented annually to one person, busi-
ness, group, or nonprofit to honor a sig-
nificant contribution to Vermont’s en-
vironment. It is accompanied by a 
$2,500 donation to the winner’s environ-
mental cause. For James, of course, 
that is the Lake Champlain ecosystem. 

The hard work that makes this award 
so well-earned by Mr. Ehlers is detailed 
in an article published this month in 
The St. Albans Messenger. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that this article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the St. Albans Messenger, July 1, 2016] 

LCI’S EHLERS RECOGNIZED BY GMP 
A man once called Lake Champlain’s loud-

est advocate is being honored for his tireless 
devotion to Vermont’s most important body 
of water. James Ehlers, executive director of 
Lake Champlain International, was pre-
sented with the GMP-Zetterstrom Environ-
mental Award for his unwavering efforts to 
protect and improve Lake Champlain. The 
award, named for famed osprey advocate 
Meeri Zetterstrom, comes with $2,500 to sup-
port LCI’s work. 

‘‘As with Meeri Zetterstrom, grit, a big 
voice, and a thick skin are key elements of 

James’ environmental advocacy,’’ said Steve 
Costello, a Green Mountain Power vice presi-
dent who worked with Zetterstrom on osprey 
restoration, and presented the award. ‘‘Both 
made bettering the environment their life’s 
work, and neither was put off by tough chal-
lenges. They got energized by tackling what 
others might think was impossible.’’ 

Zetterstrom, an elderly widow when she 
set out to restore endangered ospreys to 
Vermont in the late ’80s, was a feisty vision-
ary who took her fight to politicians, fisher-
men, utility executives and community lead-
ers to build support for her effort. She ex-
posed the danger of venturing too close to 
osprey nests by shooting video and sending it 
to local TV stations, educated school-
children, and ultimately inspired an effort 
that resulted in ospreys’ removal from 
Vermont’s endangered species list. 

Like Zetterstrom, Ehlers has been an envi-
ronmental advocate for decades, and has led 
LCI since 1999. He took LCI—little more than 
a Father’s Day fishing derby—and turned it 
into a broad lake-focused environmental 
group with tens of thousands of supporters. 
The annual LCI derby has become one of the 
leading fishing derbies in the nation, while 
LCI’s focus has grown to include lake-advo-
cacy, education, cleanup and restoration. 

LCI operates Lake Champlain’s first and 
only pollution-prevention boat, removing 
waste from recreational boats to reduce ille-
gal dumping. Ehlers ensured continuation of 
the state’s lake trout and salmon restoration 
program by working with the Vermont Gov-
ernor’s Office, the Great Lakes Fisheries 
Commission, commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife, and Senator Patrick 
Leahy’s office. Similarly, he brought to-
gether landowners, lawmakers, scientists, 
and public stakeholders to effect stronger 
Clean Water Act rules for the benefit of Lake 
Champlain. 

Ehlers has built a reputation as a tough, 
focused and effective leader. In 2010, Sen. 
Leahy lauded Ehlers’ efforts following a fed-
eral appropriation to help the lake. He said, 
‘‘Your work at Lake Champlain Inter-
national has been instrumental in securing 
the future of Lake Champlain. All of us who 
enjoy its waters every year are very grateful 
for your dedication. Many thanks for the 
work that you do.’’ 

For his part, Ehlers said he is proud of his 
focus on lake improvement and environ-
mental advocacy, and honored to receive the 
Zetterstrom Award, but more proud of all 
those behind the scenes who don’t get the 
credit they deserve for making his work pos-
sible—the volunteers, members, staff, and 
benefactors. 

‘‘It’s an honor to receive this award from 
Green Mountain Power. And frankly, unex-
pected. I am just one member of a team—a 
team deeply committed to truly sustainable 
communities. We’ll use the funds received to 
support our important education programs 
at LCI and recruit more people to the team 
necessary to effect real change, the transi-
tion to an economy that protects water rath-
er than the current one predicated on its pol-
lution. We have made gains in recent years, 
but it’s not enough. Lake Champlain is more 
than a place to recreate. The lake sustains 
our cities with drinking water and supports 
habitat essential to our state’s unique envi-
ronment,’’ Ehlers said. ‘‘Meeri had a vision 
and saw it to completion, and Vermont is 
better for it. Like Meeri and so many others 
out there, we must continue the hard work 
ahead to reverse the effects of centuries of 
pollution in Lake Champlain. This will take 
time, but there are important steps we can 
take now so that future generations will 
have the benefit of this critical natural re-
source. As Cousteau said many years ago, 
and it is as valid now as it was then, there is 
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